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Scotland: Niddrie Community Church
Central: The Factory, Dundonald Church
West: Pelsall Evangelical Church
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Contagious Hooked 2018 		Key: 	☐ Small groups ☐ Seminars/Big Teach ☐ Activities all together or age streams; ☐ Options 
	
	SATURDAY 
	SUNDAY  
	MONDAY 
	TUESDAY 
	WEDNESDAY 
	THURSDAY 
	FRIDAY 

	
	
	Team Meeting
	Team Meeting
	Team Meeting
	Team Meeting
	Team Meeting
	Team Meeting

	
	
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast

	9.10
	
	SUS
New Life
Titus 3:3-7

	SUS
New Hope
1 Cor 15:1-26

	SUS (9.10-10.15am)
New Father
Luke 11:1-23

	SUS
New Family
Heb 10:19-25

	SUS
New Guide
2 Tim 3:16-17

	Pack and Tidy

	10.00
	
	Seminar
Technology

	Seminar
Drugs and Alcohol

	Day Off 
	Seminar
Sex and Body

	Seminar
Gambling and Gaming

	SUS (10-10.45pm)
New Task
Col 4:2-6

	11.15
	
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	11am parents arrive

	11.45
	
	Kick Back
Technology
Reflections in SUS groups on Mobile Phones and Social Media
	Kick Back
Proverbs Street
Reflections in SUS groups using characters from Proverbs

	 
	Kick Back
Sex and Body
Reflections in SUS groups on Body image, extreme adrenalin rush and porn

	Kick Back
Better Story
Creative and interactive talks in seminar groups on the Holy Spirit transforming our minds and lives
	11.15am–12.30pm
Response meeting 
with Parents

	13.00
	BYO packed lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Picnic lunch? 

	14.30
	Welcome YP
	SUS Challenge 

	


	
	
	Sport

	Creative

	Other
BofB 
	YP Leave 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Team clear up and Leave site

	16.00
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	

	16.15 – 17.30
	Welcome meeting
(4.00pm)

	Sport

	Creative

	Other

	Sport

	Creative

	Other

	
	EXALT PRACTICE
	Sport

	Creative

	Other
 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Question time 
(4.30-5.30pm)
	
	
	
	

	17.30
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	

	19.00
	Big Teach

Song of Songs

	Big Teach

Song of Songs

	Big Teach

Song of Songs
	Big Teach

Song of Songs
	Big Teach with EXALT
Song of Songs
	Big Teach

Song of Songs
	

	21.00-22:30
	After Dark 
(Ice breakers)
	After Dark 
	Kick Back SUS
	 After Dark 
	Kick Back SUS
	After Dark
	

	
	
	
	
	After Dark

	
	
	After Dark

	
	
	

	10.45
	Lights out
	Lights out
	Lights out
	Lights out
	Lights out
	Lights out
	



HOOKED
SUS Contagious 2018
1. New Life

Warm Up: How might some people describe being ‘born-again’? What misunderstandings might there be? What negative/positive connotations does this phrase have?

People might think it means ‘brain-washed’, ‘too radical’, ‘extremist’ etc. Others might view it spiritually as a ‘re-birth’ or a ‘new you’ etc. If you get Christian answers, ask them what non-Christians would say.

A.  Read Titus 3:3-7

1. What did God do? Why? 
Saved us (4) / poured out the Spirit to renew us (6) justified us (7) / made us heirs of eternal life (7)
Because of his mercy and grace.


2. In what ways is becoming a Christian like being Born Again?
Paul links this phrase to salvation (4) and justification (7) – so this involves a definite change in our standing before God, through Jesus.

Washing = cleansing of sin.
Rebirth = dying to the old-self, beginning a new life. 
Renew = thoughts/attitudes/actions are made new.

Talk about how dramatic this is. Just like our natural birth it’s an event filled with trauma and joy. Becoming a Christian is not just a religious phase of life it’s a new life.

3. Can you be a Christian without having the Spirit?
No, but why not? Because without the Spirit the blessings of new life as well as the legal state of justification are not ours.

4. What two things does a person who has been renewed by the Holy Spirit have?
Heirs and Hope. Dwell on these.

5. How does this affect the way we think about evangelism?
We’re not just imparting knowledge, we’re calling for death and resurrection in Jesus. Also, it humbles us, only God can do this renewing work.


B.  Read Galatians 5:16-26

1.  What does ‘walking in the Spirit’ involve?
Not gratifying the sinful desires (16) being in conflict (17) not doing what we would naturally want to do (17) not under the law (18) bearing fruit (22-23) keeping in step with the Spirit (25) promoting unity (26)

2. How is the Spirit in conflict with the sinful nature? What does it mean to be led by the Spirit?  Should I expect it to be easy?
The spirit seeks to bear fruit which is pleasing to God and helpful to others, the sinful nature seeks to gratify self and dishonours God – two fundamentally different goals. Being led by the Spirit means fighting against sin and remembering that the old self is dead in Christ (24)

3. What are the Acts of the sinful nature? What is the Fruit of the Spirit?

4.  How do these truths help with addiction?


HOOKED
SUS Contagious 2018
2. New Hope



Warm-Up: If someone asked you to describe what it means to ‘be a Christian’ how would you respond?


Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-26



1. What is ‘of first importance’ in the Christian faith?



2. Why does Paul say, ‘If Jesus is not raised our faith is useless?’



3. Is Paul right to say, ‘If only for this life we have hope we are to be pitied more than all men’? And why? 



4.  If someone were to say to you: ‘Jesus rose from the dead, what difference does that make to me? How would you respond?




5.  How is Jesus Resurrection relevant to us?



6. Read Ephesians 1:13-14. What does this say about the believer’s security in Jesus?



7. Read Romans 8 :17-39. What is our hope in these verses? What do we not have yet?




8. How do these truths help with addiction?



HOOKED
SUS Contagious 2018
3. New Father
Read Luke 11:1-13


1. Who should we approach in prayer? Who is he?
God, through Jesus Christ. We are to call him Father. This title underscores the unique relationship believers can have with God. This is not just a general name, it’s a personal name - Yahweh in the OT, Father in the NT.

1. How does this title compare to descriptions of God in other world religions?
In Islam God has many names, none of them are Father. In Eastern thought, the universe is an impersonal spirit, not a distinct being that we can know and enjoy etc. Only Christianity paints this beautiful picture.

1. What should we ask in prayer?
Hallowed be your name – the request which shapes all others. A request that God’s name would be honoured and treated with reverence by us and in the world.

Your Kingdom Come –essentially it’s a request that God’s rule and reign would continually advance in the world, and that we would bring our lives under his Kingship. It’s also a plea for Jesus to return.

Daily Bread – A daily dependence on God for all that we need (not all that we want) to sustain us.

Forgiveness – not for salvation, but a daily confession of sin, and a reminder of Jesus’ death for us. This frees us to forgive others. 

Lead us not into temptation – God never tempts anyone, this request seeks his help to avoid the sinful schemes and temptations of Satan.

+ underscore the plural language ‘our’ etc. This is a prayer in community.
+draw people’s attention to the glory of God being the central theme. We depend on him for everything and seek his honour.


4.  What’s the point of the story about the friend coming at midnight?
Not that God is like a grumpy neighbour, but that persistence and boldness in prayer is an essential part of knowing God as Father. Persistent prayer continually acknowledges our need of God and our own weakness, and thus is always hallowing his name. When the concerns of the kingdom have truly gripped us, we will pray persistently for them.

+ Please highlight the fact that prayer is asking God. We don’t demand, or insist. We ask!


1. What’s the point about human fathers?
Even though humans are sinful, they still know what is a) needful and b) good for their children. If that is true of people who are corrupt and sinful, how much more is that true of God who is perfect. He doesn’t just give good gifts, he gives the Holy Spirit, and the things of the Spirit i.e. joy, peace, patience etc. These are better than material gifts.



6. If God wants the very best for us, what sort of things does this include? (See the Lord’s Prayer in particular). Do these priorities match up with your prayer requests?
Not just material luxury and an easy life. The ‘very best’ here is:

· Knowing God as Father
· Living for a great and noble purpose – his Kingdom.
· All that we need to sustain our bodies and our faith.
· Forgives of sin.
· Ongoing holiness.

7.  What do these things teach us about our Father?  Why can we approach him with confidence?
· He is good and generous.
· He responds to those who ask persistently.
· We can approach him, through Christ, with confidence v 1-2.

8. What will it mean for me to have a heavenly Father?



9. How do these truths help with addiction?



HOOKED
SUS Contagious 2018
4. New Family

Read Hebrews 10:19-25

1. Why does the author call his readers ‘brothers’?



2. What two things does he say we already have?


a. Verses 19-21? What does this means?



b. Verse 22? What does this means?In the Old Testament, we read about a sacrificial system given by God to his people, the Israelites. Inside the temple was a special place, ‘the most Holy place’, which was separated from the rest of the temple by a curtain. Only the High Priest could enter and then only once a year, on the ‘day of Atonement’. When he did he sprinkled blood on the altar to wash away the sins of all the people.










3. In the light of this, what five things should we do?

a. verse 22

b. verse 23

c. verse 24

d. verse 25a

e. verse 25b 


4.  Why is it important for Christians to keep meeting together?

Encouragement: Whatever I can say or do that will build up other people in their Christian faith.



5. What things hinder us from meeting together?


6. What things will spur others on to love and good deeds?


7. What can I do that will encourage others?

8. How do these truths help with addiction?


HOOKED
SUS Contagious 2018
5. New Guide
Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17

1. What does it mean to say the Scriptures are ‘God-breathed’?
They originate from him. They are his words with the same life giving power and the words which made the universe. The technical term is ‘inspiration’. God spoke through human authors.


2. What does all Scripture refer to?  See 1 Timothy 5:18, 2 Peter 3:15-16

What is the New Testament? ‘In the past God spoke through the prophets in many and various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son’ Hebrews 1:1. Jesus came from God bringing a message from God. In fact, he was the message. His teaching, life and especially his death and resurrection is all God’s message to us. He told his disciples to preach that message to the world, and promised them that he would send the Holy Spirit to ensure that the message they preached was that same message: ‘But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have said to you.’ John 14:26. The New Testament is the written record of the message that they preached, written down by the Apostles and their associates, so that all ages can know the message.










3. If Scriptures are God-breathed, what follows for:


a. What we should believe?


b. How we should live?


4. What four things are the Scriptures useful for?  Can you think of an example of how the Bible has been useful to you in each of these four areas?


5. What are the Scriptures able to do according to v17?


6. Do we need any other guide, or information?
Also ask: what else might people look to for revelation? The end of verse 17 is the most controversial part of this study. The Bible is ALL we need. It is sufficient for all life and godliness. We don’t need anything else. People often try to turn this into a negative, it’s not – it’s a positive. God has given us everything! He’s not playing hide and seek.



7. What should I do if I can’t find the answer to my problems in the Bible?



8. What place does Bible study have in my life? 
What difficulties (if any) have you found in reading the Bible? What steps can you take to make the Bible more a part of your life?


9. How do these truths help with addiction?


HOOKED
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6. New Task
Read Colossians 4:2-6

1. Who wrote this letter? To whom? Who are the ‘us’ in verse 3?



2. What two things does Paul ask them to pray for him? Should we take what he says to the Colossian Christians to apply to us?   If so, who should we be praying for and what should we pray for them?



3. We are not necessarily evangelists in the way Paul was. To what extent do these prayers apply to ourselves?   What should we pray for ourselves?


The ‘Mystery of Christ’ which Paul refers to is the fact that the gospel brings people from all nations, not only Jews, into God’s family. It’s a ‘mystery’ in the sense that until the gospel came with Jesus, no-one realised that non-Jews would be accepted in. Now that Christ has come, the mystery has now been revealed. So it’s like a secret
which we no know. (See Ephesians 3:2-6)







4. Why is it important for non-Christians to hear the message? What should our attitude be about others joining the family of God?


5. Why is it important for us to be devoted to prayer about these things?


6. In addition to prayer, what three things does Paul tell the Colossians Christians to do? Does this apply to us?



7. How can we be wise in the way we act towards outsiders?  What difference might this make?


8. What will it mean for us to make the most of every opportunity? What opportunities do we have to share the message of Christ?


9. What will it mean for our conversation to be full of grace? What will it mean for our conversation to be seasoned with salt?  How will this help us to know how to answer people?  What kind of things do you think we are likely to have to answer?

10. How do these truths help with addiction?


11. Pray for non- Christian friends, for the work of evangelists and for our own opportunities.


CONTAGIOUS HOOKED 
OVERVIEW OF SEMINARS
	SUBJECT
	SESSION 1
	SESSION 2
	NOTES/Added Ideas

	TECHNOLOGY
	Seminar 
	Use book ‘12 ways your phone is changing you’ and ask leaders to prepare a short talk.

In SUS groups go to leaders who deal with a subject. Discuss as we walk.

	

	DRUGS AND ALCOHOL
	Seminar
	Proverbs Street.
Ask leaders to act out a monologue from proverbs
· Sluggard
· Drunk
· Adulterer
· Violent men (greed/gain)
· Friend.
· Shopping/materialism


	

	SEX AND BODY
	Seminar 
	SUS groups to discuss/ Deal with Pornography.
 
All together -Body image with Emma S.



	

	GAMBLING and GAMING
	Seminar 
Plus Steve Simms/Richard A video on gaming.
May be include Extreme sports.

	Talk Shop [‘Better Story’]

RIGHT KNOWLEDGE
RIGHT THINKING


	Video Song.





SUNDAY SESSION ONE
TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR

INTRODUCTION

1. Look around the room and on your tables.
List all the technology you can (in one minute)
Don’t guide them to a broad definition. Let them go the ‘route of phones.’ Etc.

2. Definition of Technology.
a. “The application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes.”
Oxford English Dictionary.

b. “Technology is taking from that which is already there and manipulating it into something else for practical purposes.”

c. “Technology is integrating mind and muscles. It is the vision to see something that already is there to be use for another purpose in order to ease a problem.”

· Technology comes from the Greek word for ‘arts and crafts.’ So with this understanding and these definitions have another go at listing all the technology in the room.
(includes – the room/tables/chairs/drinking water/sweets/pens/books.)

3. Do you think Technology is Good-Bad -Neutral?
This question is just to find out people’s opinion at this point. 
· Now we can see that the Bible (God’s word) has a lot to say about technology. The Bible isn’t some ‘out of date’ religious book that has nothing to say about our modern world.

· In order to get an overview of what God says about technology we will be looking at 5 big Bible themes:
Creation.
Rebellion. (Fall)
Judgment. (Now/here & then/final)
Redemption.
Holy Spirit. (church & Word)


A: CREATION

1. What is the difference between God creating the heavens and earth in the first verse of the Bible and God making a man in Genesis 2?

	Genesis 1 1-3
	
	Genesis 2 1-4

	In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

	+
	Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up,for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 



· Before technology God is
God ‘creates’ out of nothing. So God is not using or manipulating material that is already there. He ‘creates’ that which isn’t there.
Although He does use His Word.

· The forming of Man and Woman is the first use of technology.

Technology modifies creation.
	God had a vision from the ‘already made dust’ to make Adam.

2. What are we told about people in:   (note the technology words.)
Genesis 1 26-31

Genesis 2 4-8

· Made in God’s image.
· To subdue and rule.
· Not to just respond to the environment.
Not to just pick food but plant and grow.
· To work the garden.


3. Write a summary of what you have learned so far about people and technology.
· Made by God’s use of technology.
· In the image of God who uses technology.
· To use technology to work and subdue the earth.
· To reflect the God who uses technology.

4. Definition. Look again at definition  ‘c.’
i. How does what we have learned affect the way we understand and see the world and people?
ii. Read Revelation 22 1-3. What we see here is the fulfilment of  God’s plan.
What is the difference between the Garden in Genesis and Revelation?
· God’s plan for mankind to subdue the earth.
To go from garden to garden city.
· Technology modifies creation.
Technology reorders the already created raw materials.
· This use of technology given to original man before the fall was intended to lead to the garden city vision.

5. How is technology used in Exodus 31 1-7?

6. Illustrations from Vishnal Mangalwadi on the difference between this Christian world view and others.

[image: ] “A culture will not invest in wheelbarrows or pumps if its decision makers feel there is a surplus of time and woman – or manpower. Only a society with a theological climate that values human dignity begins using technology as a force for human emancipation and empowerment.” Vishal Mangalwadi


[image: ] “It is virtually impossible to find a Brahmin guru in traditional India who resembles the apostle Paul – a rabbi who made tents for a living.”
Vishal Mangalwadi



[image: ]Back to nature. 
No or little Technology.




A. REBELLION AND ENSLAVEMENT (Eph2 3).
· Adam & Eve were meant to go out into God’s world to do God’s work (of subduing and ruling and multiplying) under God’s word in fellowship with God.
But in Genesis 3 Adam & Eve put into action rebellious plans. The Fall.
· So, we are bound to see misuse of technology.
From now on, all technology that we see and use is affected by the Fall (except in new creation pictures.)
· The forming of Adam & Eve was the first use of technology.
Now we are going to see some of the first use of technology by people.

1. Look at all the passages and complete first column first. Then do columns 2 to 4. 

	Passage
	What is the
Technology?
	How is this technology used to rebel against God?
	Other observation.
	Modern example of this misuse

	Genesis 3 7-10
	Sewing fig leaves
	Hide from God
	Adam & Eve’s technology didn’t work.
God brings better technology.
	

	Genesis 4 1-17
(esp. 13-17)
	A city
	To stop his God given sense of loneliness and alienation.
	No repentance.
Notice use of ‘I’ from Cain.
No seeing God.
	

	Genesis 4 19-24
	· Tents
· Raising livestock
· Musical instruments
· Forged metal
	Feels safe in his sinful life. Safer than God could protect Cain.
Stronger than God.
	This is a technological family.
His boast.
	

	Genesis 11 1-9
	Bricks & mortar
Tower
	Name for themselves.
Disobey God.
Become God.
Reach to heaven.
Self-made.
	God comes down to see.
	



SUMMARY
Why Technology can be addictive.
· Technology used to hide from God.
· Technology used to stop a sense of awareness and deeper need for God (distraction and replacement.)
· Technology used to protect us from consequences of sin (denial) (false confidence.)
· Technology used to make us feel self-made. (creators of the world)

2. Think through your day/week – do you use technology for any/all the above?

3. Do you think technology is good, bad or neutral?

· Can be used for good,
Can be used for bad.
But now we are in a fallen/cursed world so it will is never be neutral and should only be described as dangerous.
Therefore we mustn’t just accept all technology or even ‘good’ technology without the wisdom of God (deceit of wealth.)

C. JUDGMENT
· In the Bible there are two types of judgment. Partial judgments and final judgment.
· We are looking mostly at partial judgments.
These are God’s gracious judgments to warn us of the final judgment. To wake us up and show our rebellious ruling doesn’t work.
· But God gives us over to our desires. 
We think we are free, but we are addicted/hooked on technology that will be our master.
· How does that work out?

1. What is the effect of technology when you don’t trust in God?
 
	Passage
	What it does/doesn’t do?
	How is this a judgment?
Partial or Final?

	Isaiah 44 9-20
	


	

	Job 28 1-12
	


	

	Psalm 135 15 & 18
	


	

	Psalm 20 7
	


	

	Amos 2 13-16
	


	

	Numbers 13 26-33
	


	




2. How does technology lie to us?
(What promises does it make that it doesn’t fulfil?)

It promises you community but brings loneliness (selfie).

[image: ] [image: ]
The lie                               The truth
· Why does his lead to addiction to technology?


It promises you satisfaction but brings emptiness.

[image: ] “I now see that I spent most of my life doing neither what I ought nor what I liked.”
“..steal  away a man’s best years, not in sweet sins, but in a dreary flickering of the mind over it knows not what and knows not why, in the gratification of curiosities so feeble that the man is only half aware of them...” CS LEWIS



· Why does this lead to addiction to technology?


It promises you boundless horizons but creates a small world. [image: ]
WE BECOME LIKE WHAT WE LIKE


· Why does this lead to addiction to technology?

[image: C:\Users\Pete\Documents\Anne Misc\maxresdefault (1).jpg]


D. REDEMPTION.

i. Talk
· Small talk on Noah’s Ark as an Old Testament example of God using technology for salvation.
· The New Testament has The Cross.
Technology of evil God uses for salvation.
· Col. 1 Jesus created All
Even the trees      wood
	           iron        nails
	           thorns.  crown
· Now we are Re-created for what?
Eph. 2 10 (compare with Col. 1 15-20)
God’s handiwork.
· We don’t have to hide from God and cover up.
· We are welcomed into the Paradise (city) of God.
· The consequences of our sin are dealt with.
· We will be sons of God.

ii. Redeemed for a new creation.
Read Revelation 22 1-3
What do we see here?
· The fulfilment of God’s plan from Garden  Garden City.
This cannot happen in this world because of The Fall but because of redemption we have hope.



E. HOLY SPIRIT – THROUGH THE WORD AND THE CHURCH.
· The help we need if we are hooked on technology.
Redeemed people have the Spirit of God to make us grow into what Christ has redeemed us for..


1. In the passages below how does the Holy Spirit help us reset our addiction/potential addiction/thinking on technology?

	Passage
	What’s the bigger vision?
	How does this help us with our addictions?
	How does Church help?

	Matthew 25 21
	You’ll be given bigger things to be faithful with.
	Live for something bigger.
	

	
Ephesians 5 15-20
	Make the most of every opportunity.

	
	

	1 Cor. 10 31
	Whatever you do, do it for God’s glory.

	
	

	Acts 2 42-47
	Be devoted to truth and church.

	
	

	Acts 1 8
Matthew 28 18-20
	Reach the world with the gospel.

	
	





F. SUMMARY QUESTIONS.

1. How does Genesis 1&2 save us from a dismissive view of technology?


2. In what ways do we see technology being used rebelliously?


3. In what areas can you see this in your life?


4. What does it mean if technology is not neutral but dangerous?


5. Where do we see God’s partial judgment?


6. How does Christ and the Holy Spirit redeem our use of technology?


7. In what ways could we start using technology for good?




SUNDAY SESSION 2
Technology Kick Back

Review of 12 Ways Your Phone has Changed You
[image: Image result for 12 ways your phone is changing you]

We are hoping that a few leaders would like to read this book and present their thoughts to the group.  

There will also be a video interview of a person who works in the computer industry whose job it is to capture people to stay online.  The interview will be accompanied with some discussion questions in your SUS groups.


MONDAY MORNING SESSION 1
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL SEMINAR

INTRODUCTION

· Question to a leader or two.
‘Have you been on drugs all your life?’
‘Yes, even before I can remember. My parents introduced me to drug taking.’
‘Have you taken drugs this week?’
‘Yes.’
We will come back to your story later.

A short UK history of drugs.
Our culture has been described as “awash with drugs.”

Historically England is known to be the worlds biggest drug dealer as it grew opium in India and exported the drug to China.  China didn't appreciate this because the drug was causing mass social problems and so sought to close the route.  England was so committed to drug dealing that they fought a war over it to keep the trade routes open (Opium Wars of the 1840's).

I've been told that the Queen Victoria used to encourage her maids to smoke marijuana for the pains associated with being a woman, and that great poets used a variety of drugs to encourage creativity, that Sherlock Holmes used crack cocaine.  Housewives back in the 1950’s relied on bexs throughout the day to get them over the stress of being homebound (which later were shown to be so potent they caused stomach ulcers).  Nurses were encouraged to take up smoking to fight against all the diseases present in hospital wards.   There have been quite a few 'Christian' groups who have been so bound up in experiential Christianity that drugs were seen to be holy. Psychedelic drugs make you more conscious of the wonders of life, so they will help you to understand the majesty of the creator.   

The Ethiopean Zion Coptic Church holds that every mention of cloud in the Bible should be understood as the smoking of  Marijuana.   So when Jesus went up on the mountain and Moses and Elijah turned up and cloud came down - That was Marijuana, they were having a session, Jesus, Moses, Elijah smoking pot as they talked about life.   

· Back to leader.
What drugs have you taken?

1. Definition
The World Health Authority defines a drug as “any substance that, when taken into the living organism, may modify one or more of its functions.”

2. We are all drug users.
· List how many drugs you can think of.

· We talk about adrenaline junkies.
What do we mean?
· Extreme sports.
· Exercise (running/cycling).
· The high of concerts.
· What about illegal drugs? And legal highs?

3. Do you think drugs are good, bad or neutral?


A. CREATION
1. The Bible does not talk about ‘spice’ or ‘heroin’ or ‘paracetamol’ but does say a lot about the biggest recreational and addictive drug of them all – alcohol.

	Passage
	Why can we be confident that alcohol is a good gift of God?

	Psalm 104 14-15
	



	Luke 7 34
	



	John 2 1-11
	



	1 Timothy 5 23
	





· Wine is part of God’s good creation and can therefore be enjoyed and used in its proper place.

2. Illustrations from Vishnal Mangalwadi on the difference between this Christian worldview and others.  (chapter 16.)


B. REBELLION AND ENSLAVEMENT (Eph2 3).


	Passages
	What does alcohol misuse lead to?

	Genesis 9 18-27
	Out of control.
Shameful actions.
Uncover – nakedness.

	Genesis 19 30-38
	Immorality


	Exodus 32 1-10
(implied)
	Goes with idolatrous worship

	Leviticus 10 1-9
(implied)
	Casual view of God

	Esther 1 9-22
	Bad decision making.
Forces rash laws.

	Daniel 5 1-30
	Mocking of God.
Thinking you are in control.

	Galatians 5 18-21
	Acts of sinful nature. 
All out of control.
Witchcraft = Greek word, “Pharmakeia”. We get our word Pharmacist (drugs) from this word.
Witchcraft/Sorcerer would mix potions and use the effects to experience the spirit realm and receive special knowledge.

	Habakkuk 2 15
	Encouraging neighbour to sin.


	Revelation 14 8
	Part of what Babylon does.


	Revelation 18 1-3 & 23
	“Sorcerer” = “Pharmakeia” Sorcerer would hate God.


	Revelation 17 6
	Drunk – takeover with anti-God actions.


	Revelation 9 21
	Magic arts (pharmakeia.)


	Isaiah 56 12
	No future planning bigger than drink.


	Jeramiah 2 13
	No drug/alcohol word but good summary verse.




1. Drugs and alcohol addiction.
Look at the table: What are people seeking from drugs/alcohol instead of from God?
· In what ways can a non-drug – fuelled religious experience be similar? 

2. Are drugs/alcohol good, bad or neutral?   Why?


TALK 
Lets think about two modern drugs.
· LSD really hit the scene in 1961 and people thought they had found something that would open their minds to God and enable them to find purpose and fulfilment. In is amazing to find the change in popular culture in that time. For example the Beatles. In 1964 the Beatles were at their scream age peak, they didn’t take anything seriously. They dismissed deep questions with flippant one line answers. They would say things like we are bigger than God , for a joke they used to hang condoms on religious statues. And yet two years later after a dentist friend of theirs had put a tab of LSD in their coffee after dinner we have John Lennon singing the lyrics from the Tibetan book of the dead. Paul McCartney said, ‘my eyes have been opened to God.’ 

Brian Wilson from the Beach Boys emerged from his first acid trip in 1965 and said, ‘ I ‘ve seen God and found the answer.’

Dr Timothy Leary, professor of Psychotherapy at Harvard Uni, became know as the high priest of LSD, did more than anyone else to popularise the drug. He said in a lecture in Philadelphia in 1963, ‘Drugs are the religion of the 21st century’.  He said, ‘Turn on tune in drop out. Acid is the answer.’ 


· Ecstasy.  Many people go to Raves where thousands get together with lights and a heavy rhythm. And many will take ecstasy. Why do they take ecstasy? Often it is out of a desire for an experience of community. That spiritual search in each of us for community. We are created for community. And many think that drugs will create that.   It’s often called the love drug. It breaks down the barriers so that people begin to feel one with other people. Feel a sense of unity with other people. 
Let me read a couple of quotes from people that uses ecstasy.  

A girl said this, ‘every body around you is sharing the same experience (she is talking about a Rave), it very much a collective social thing. You are aware that there are other people across the country doing exactly the same as you having the same experience. It’s good to be part of something that feels that good.’

Mark said, ‘I am no different to you. Going to a Rave is like going to church. Someone stands out the front and everybody listens to him. We all need someone to follow. We are just like a congregation. We dance and shout. And then afterwards we get together in groups and talk about our experience. We open up our hearts and souls to each other. Taking an E makes everybody feel so close, happy and peaceful. It’s like finding a part of yourself you had forgotten you had. A Rave is a spiritual experience. Our hearts beat as one.’  Without commitment and real sacrifice.


C. JUDGEMENT

Carl Jung 
‘Those psychiatrists who are not superficial have come to the conclusion that the vast neurotic misery of the world could be termed a neurosis of emptiness. Men cut themselves from the root of the their being, from God, and then life turns empty, inane, meaningless without purpose, so when God goes, goal goes, when goal goes, meaning goes, when meaning goes, value goes and life turns dead on our heads.’


i.  

	Passages
	What was the judgment then?
	Do we see this today?

	Proverbs 20 1
	

	

	Proverbs 23 30-35
	

	

	Proverbs 31 4-7
	

	

	Isaiah 28 7
	

	

	Isaiah 5 11 & 22
	

	

	Revelation 
21 8; 22 15
	

	

	Galatians 5 19-21
	

	



How is this a warning of final judgment?




ii. Some facts and figures of drugs/alcohol misuse.

Ideas 
Brave New World (Aldous Huxley)  Give summary.

Songs: “Needle & Damage done.”    “Drugs don’t work.”








D. REDEMPTION

i. Aldous Huxley, Brave New World author, wrote, “What is needed is a new drug which will relieve and console our suffering species without doing more harm in the long run than it does in the short term.”

ii.      Read Matthew 27:32-35 and John 19:28-30
What’s the difference between these passages?
Why do you think Jesus did drink? Why do you think he didn’t drink?

· Jesus wasn’t there to take an easy path “Not my will but yours be done.” But he needed to lubricate his mouth to be able to speak.
· Jesus didn’t look to drugs for anything, even on the cross. He trusted his Father and the plan of salvation. And we are not redeemed by drugs but by the Father’s plan of salvation. 

E. HOLY SPIRIT   Through Word and the Church.

In this section we will look at the help we need if we are hooked on drugs/alcohol.
Redeemed people have the Spirit of God to make us grow into what Christ has redeemed us for..

1.  In the passages below how does the Holy Spirit help us reset our addiction/potential addiction/reliance on drugs/alcohol?

	Passage.
	What is the better life?
	How does the church help?

	Ephesians 5 17-21
	

	

	1 Cor. 6 19-20
	

	

	1 Cor. 3 16-17
	

	

	Galatians 5 1
	

	

	1 Timothy 1 8-10
	

	

	Romans 14 21
	

	

	1 Peter 4 1-5
	

	

	Romans 12 1-2
	

	

	1 Cor. 10 13
	

	

	1 Thess. 5 6-8
	

	




F. SUMMARY QUESTIONS

1. How are drugs/alcohol good?


2. How are drugs/alcohol used rebelliously?


3. How are drugs/alcohol not neutral but dangerous?


4. Where do we see God’s partial judgment?


5. How do Christ and the Holy Spirit redeem our use of drugs/alcohol?






MONDAY SESSION TWO

Kick Back: Proverbs Street

The idea of this session is to have several characters playing a role as a character from Proverbs.  Leaders will take their SUS group around (either a corridor of rooms or corners of the hall) and hear the monologue presentation from each character.  As the group walks between characters try to engage them in discussion about their own experiences related to the teaching in Proverbs.  

We are looking for Group of leaders who would be willing to put together some sketches.  

Here is the first worked example of taking the Proverbs text and working it into a story line:


Proverbs Street Example: Proverbs 7

	Text
	Stage
	Exposition

	I saw among the simple, I noticed among the young men…. 

	
	The parallelism here ('simple', 'young men') is intended to indicate that all young men are 'simple' in this sense: they are ignorant of their vulnerability to the power of the sexual impulse.

	...a youth who had no sense. 8He was going down the street near her corner, walking along in the direction of her house..

	1. Poor judgement

	This youth has already crossed the Rubicon but he doesn't acknowledge this; In his own mind he just happens to be walking in the general direction of the woman's house - he might be visiting a friend who lives in that direction.

	9at twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of night set in.

	2. Anonymity

	Although he’s deceiving himself into thinking his activity is innocuous, he nevertheless doesn't want to be seen. He waits till light is failing and his mum/neighbours can't see who it is who is walking towards the woman's house.

	11b...her feet never stay at home; 12now in the street, now in the squares, at every corner she lurks…
	
	Sexual allure is everywhere.


	14“Today I fulfilled my vows, and I have food from my fellowship offering at home."

	3. Rationale

	She has provided a 'legitimate' reason for him to be there - to share in the religious feast. How many sexual affairs have started under the 'innocent' banner of shared Christian activity

	16 I have covered my bed with coloured linens from Egypt. 17I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. 18Come, let’s drink deeply of love till morning; let’s enjoy ourselves with love!
	4. Fantasy

	This is simply about raw sex - the sight, taste, aroma of exotic spices etc. He is now at the stage of actively fantasising about illicit sex - but he probably still thinks he's OK because he hasn't actually done it yet.

	19My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey. 20He took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon.”
	5. Opportunity

	How many of us have gone as far as fantasy but never been offered the opportunity to realise that fantasy; how sure are we that we would have resisted?

	22All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose 23till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.
	6. Capitulation

	The "All at once" occurs here, at the end of the story. He will say he was suddenly overcome; that the pressures at this point were irresistable. However, the reality is that he passed the point of no return when he walked in the direction of her house (stage 1).





WEDNESDAY SESSION 1

SEX AND BODY SEMINAR

INTRODUCTION

· In the last few years the world news has been dominated by terrorism and sex-scandals. Every area of society from entertainment to humanitarian aid.

· Also, the demand for freedom of sexual expression and sexual orientation has been loudly proclaimed (show how the young people have never in their life known a time without these orientations accepted, therefore to challenge the ‘norm’ as not right sounds harsh to them.)

· We have been described as a ‘sex-crazy society.’
Addicted to sex (some facts and figures.)

· Why are we addicted to sex? Many reasons but one has got to be because people are feeling a sense of emptiness in their lives and so turn to the basic and personal and intimate for fulfilment and purpose in life. There is nothing more basic and personal and intimate than sex but this is leading to more disappointment.

· We have lost the plot and you can see that in our addictive culture. 

· The Bible is the good sex guide for today.

A. CREATION
i. What do we learn about sex from the following passages?

Genesis 1 27-28 & 31 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Genesis 2 23-25     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Matthew 19 4-6   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Genesis 4 1           …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

1 Cor. 7 3-5          ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Song of Solomon 7 1-6 ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Malachi 2 14-15   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



Summary
· Sex is a beautiful thing.
Part of God’s good creation.
And therefore, it is to be safeguarded by lifelong covenant to protect and develop that relationship and to create the kind of safety and security in which children can be raised.

· God’s aim in designing sexual unity is not only strong companionship – love and bonding between the husband and wife but also - bringing children into the world to be raised in love.
Children are a product of love. They are conceived in the act of love and unity.

ii. 	A Bigger Picture.
   	Read Ephesians 5 22-23 & Revelation 19 6-10.
   	What is that bigger picture?




B. REBELLION AND ENSLAVEMENT (Eph2 3).
· We have left God’s script and try to write our own.

i. From what we have learned about God’s creation of sex, list the big opposites and rebellions to God’s way.

	· Adultery.
	· Cheapening of sex.

	· Sex outside a lifelong commitment.
	· Exploiting sexual desires.

	· Pornography. Dehumanising people into commodities.
	· Selling products by sex.
· Voyeurism (films etc.)

	· Rape.
	· Use of sex in religion.

	· Same’ sex sex.
	

	· Prostitution. Selling of sex.
	



ii.   TONIGHT WE WILL FAKE LOVE by Steve Turner
Tonight, we will fake love together.
You my love possess all the essential qualities as listed by Playboy.
You will last me for as long as two weeks or until such a time
as your face & figure go out of fashion.

I will hold you close to my Hollywood-standard body, the smell of which
has been approved by my ten best friends and a representative of Lifebuoy.

I will prop my paperback Kama Sutra on the dressing table & like programmed seals we will perform & like human beings we will grow tired of our artificially sweetened diluted & ready to drink love affairs.

Tonight, we will fake love. 
Tonight we will be both quick & silent, our time limited, measured out in distances between fingers & pushbuttons
iii. Read this shocking story.
· This is the fruit of David’s sin with Bathsheba. 
· This shows us how sex is addictive and leads to destructive behaviour.
· Rebellious addiction of obsession
2 Samuel 13:1-21.

	AMMON’S REBELLION
	VERSES
	CONTRAST GOD’S ORIGINAL DESIGN

	
LUSTED AFTER HER
	
	

	
LIED TO HER
	
	

	
LAY WITH HER
	
	

	
LOATHED HER
	
	

	
LEFT HER
	
	




C. JUDGEMENT
God will not allow us to rebel forever. He holds us accountable for our actions. What we do matters. Our actions count.

God judges in two ways:
a) In the here and now.
b) In the age to come.

a. In the here and now (Partial Judgment.)

Read Romans 1 18-27.

i.     What’s surprising about this judgment?
· Given over to what they want.

ii.    The damage that is done when we rebel against God’s way.
Skim read 2 Samuel 11-13, 15, 18, 19 1-8.
List all the damage done as a result of David’s sexual rebellion.

iii.   Victims of sexual freedom.
How does supposed “sexual freedom” produce victims? 

iv.    People addicted to sex. 
Read Galatians 6 7-9 and 1 Thessalonians 43-6  
How do these passages help you understand why people become addicted to sex?




b. In the age to come (Final judgement.)

i. Read Revelation 21 6-8.
What’s the final judgment?

D. REDEMPTION.
· Jesus came into the world as fully human.
He had sexual drives and desires. Yet never did he fail or rebel against God.
He didn’t use people. He loved men and women and children.
He gave himself for them.
He didn’t deserve to die – to be under judgment. But he did die. He died to be my substitute.
God the Father accepted the sacrifice and so Jesus rose again to life with the Father.


i. Read 1 Corinthians 6 9-11.
Summarise the difference between
‘What some of you were…’
		     

And



‘But now…’



ii. Read Titus 3 3-8.
What has God done in Christ?



iii. Why is the ‘washing’ illustration so helpful?













E. HOLY SPIRIT
1. Sex and Repentance.

‘Biblical repentance begins with a radically changed view of God and of sin (that can be the painful part) and proceeds with a change in direction – a conversion, always winding up in comfort and joy.’ (John White: Eros Redeemed)

Where will true biblical repentance take people?

1. Realising that God is good and trusting him.
Ends up in turning from idols and serving God instead (1Thessalonians 1 9).
“As someone who is not married, it is good – in fact, it is the best – for me to be single for now, and not to have a sexual relationship. I will use my singleness to serve God.”
“As a homosexual, it is good – in fact, it is the best – for me to be celibate. I will use my celibate lifestyle to serve God.”
“As a married person, it is good – in fact, it is the best – for me to only have a sexual relationship with my marriage partner. I will use my faithfulness in marriage to serve God.”

2. Realising that I can’t change myself but God can change me.
‘Only the weak are granted salvation. There is no salvation for the strong…(Jesus said “It is not the healthy who need a doctor but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners” (Mark 2 17). ‘…Weakness recognises it has no hope in its own strength. It confesses none is left. All its efforts have been futile.’ JW ER
This doesn’t mean…
...that people do nothing in their struggle with sexual sin and temptation.
In the NT we are told to refuse to offer the parts of our bodies to sin and to offer ourselves to God instead (Romans 6 12); flee from sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 6 18); avoid even a hint of sexual immorality (Ephesians 5 3); learn to control our own bodies in a way that is holy and honourable, not in passionate lust like unbelievers (1 Thessalonians 4 4); resist the devil (James 4 7) so that he will flee from us.
“I won’t go out for a coffee – I won’t even chat with that woman in the office who is trying to flirt with me.”
“I will throw away my computer because I can’t trust myself to not start viewing internet porn when I’m in the house alone.”
“I’ll phone up my prayer-partner when I am struggling with a particular temptation.”
This does mean…
· …people need to repent of their efforts to not sin – of any attitude that I can sort out my sinfulness myself by things that I do and rules that I follow. I can hedge myself around with rules and good habits that will restrain me from committing sexual immorality, but I can’t change my heart that is sinfully attracted to these things. We need to show people the bad news of the gospel – that there is nothing they can do to help themselves
· …we need to look to God to change people’s hearts. I will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature, if - and only if - I live by the Spirit, because the Spirit desires what is contrary to the sinful nature (Galatians 5 16-17) We need to tell people the good news of the gospel – that righteousness is from God (Romans 3 21), that we can be born again by the Spirit       (John 3 5),  and that it is God who works in his people tom will and to act according to his good purposes (Philippians 3 13). And we need to pray that God will lift the scales from their eyes and enable them to see the reality of their sin and the reality of God’s rescue from sin.
(Referring to the point at which David understood he had sinned when Nathan the prophet confronted him about his adultery with Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah) ‘The same scales have to be torn from your eyes that were torn from David’s. You have to see sexual sin the way God sees it, and only the Holy Spirit can reveal that to you. Your grasp of theological principes alone is of no help. Repentance is a collaboration with God in what he is trying to do in you. It is God-centred, not you-centred.’ (John White: Eros Redeemed)
· …we need to trust that God will change people. And the way that God changes us is through his Word. All Scripture thoroughly equips the man or woman of God for every good work (2 Timothy 3 16-17) - including overcoming sexual sin. ‘The Lord is faithful and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one’ (2 Thessalonians 3 3). Our part is to faithfully preach and teach and explain and encourage with God’s Word. God is able to do ‘immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine’ (Ephesians 3 20). The question is do we expect God to save people from sexual sin as we teach them his Word?



· …no one is ever ‘done and dusted’ with repentance. None of us could cope with God confronting and changing everything in us all at once. Change is a work in progress for the rest of our lives and therefore so is repentance. Actually, repentance isn’t just about stopping wrong things – it’s a way of seeing – God’s way of seeing. Charles Colson says ‘Repentance is the process by which we see ourselves, day by day, as we really are: sinful, needy, dependant people. It is the process by which we see God as he is:awesome, majestic, holy’. John White says ‘I will never stop repenting’. 
3. Realising that I am forgiven and I can forgive.
‘Healing and sanctification are two aspects of the same process, two sides of the same coin. Sin is a moral evil (one side of the coin). Sin hurts (the other side). Sin is rebellion against God, rebellion he deals with so that he sometimes cries, “Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted’ (Isaiah 1 5). Sin wounds. It calls for the re-establishment of wholeness. The moral categories are the more basic, therefore the more important. I like to keep the coin moral side up so that I do not forget this. Nevertheless pain … and sin are always associated.’ (John White: Eros Redeemed)
This relationship is particularly clear with sexual sin; hence the phenomenon that people who have been sexually abused are much more likely to become abusers themselves; and hence the need for us to forgive others as part of the process of repenting of our sexual sin.
But the power to forgive others only comes from understanding how much we ourselves have been forgiven. And the fact that we can’t forgive others indicates that we have not really turned to God for forgiveness or understood how much we need to be forgiven. John White says ‘You can measure your apprehension (true understanding) of God’s forgiveness to you by the ease with which you can forgive others’. Relevant Bible passages: Matthew 18 21-35 – The parable of the unmerciful servant; Matthew 6 14-15; ‘Colossians 3 13 - ‘Forgive, as the Lord forgave you’.
 To help people come to repentance and forgiveness we need to preach and teach and celebrate and talk about God’s grace in Jesus Christ, above all at the cross.
This also means that people may need to be helped to start a process of reconciliation with family members even if issues remain unresolved eg: a different version of events from the victim’s story.



4. Realising that my weakness glorifies God because it displays the power of Christ.
Even the weakness that makes me vulnerable to sexual temptation! Perhaps this is the ‘comfort and joy’ bit of our definition of repentance (see above).  John White in Eros Redeemed tries to imagine how Paul can make the statement in 2 Corinthians 12 9 ‘Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.’
(Read p304 ‘Take, for example …’ to end of section on p305)
That is how someone can reach the point where they can thank God for the trial of struggling with sexual temptation, because without it they would never have thrown themselves on the mercy of Jesus Christ and would never have discovered all the unimaginable riches of his grace and love. That is where true biblical repentance should take all of us.
5. Realising you are not alone and you are in community in your church/youth group.
6. The battle against sin is the normal Christian experience.


Case Studies.
NEED SOME FEMALE CASE- STUDIES




SAM:
Sam is a University student studying IT. “I need a computer in my room in order to do my degree but I can’t stop looking at pornography on it. I want to be godly but what should I do?”

JOE:
“Pornography is good because it helps me contain my passions and takes the pressure off. It helped me when I was single and now as a married man who has more sex drive than my wife. I think we Christians get too worked up about what is essentially just looking.”

MARTIN:
“I give up. All my life I’ve struggled. I have had hands laid on me for sexual healing. I have done all night prayer meeting. Even drank bromide. But if I see almost any women I am undressing her. I have told myself ‘Don’t think of sex. But all that does is make me think of sex.”

JOHN:
“It really isn’t my fault that I have sexual fantasies is it? It’s those women, the way they dress, how can I help myself? Also God has given me this drive why would he do that and then blame us?”

FRED:
“I have to work with a female colleague that I am more and more attracted to. We often find ourselves working on the same project. She seems to relate to me better than my wife – it seems so much hard work when I come home.”

HARRY: “I have repented of my sin and am made new in Jesus. I just trust in him and have the Holy Spirit so I have the victory over sexual drive. It’s all gone. No worries.”

DAVID:
“I am too embarrassed to talk about this. Other men will think I am so dirty. I guess it’s simply between me and God. But I seem so ashamed to even go to him again.



WEDNESDAY SESSION TWO

Kick Back: BODY IMAGE

We are hoping to have an interview of a lady who has struggled with body image and tells her story of how she has been redeemed for a better story.

The discussion questions will follow the video interview.



Kick Back: PORNOGRAPHY

We are also hoping for another video interview of a person addicted to porn but has been redeemed for a better story.

A discussion in SUS groups will follow.



THURSDAY SESSION ONE

GAMBLING AND GAMING SEMINAR

INTRODUCTION
What is gambling?  Where do you see gambling?  Who are the typical people gambling?

Quotes: Discuss
· “Gambling is a sickness, an addiction, an insanity and a gambler is always a loser in the long run.”

· “Gambling can be just as addictive as drugs and alcohol. People don’t just gamble with money but their lives.”

· “We gamble to get something for nothing but end up getting nothing for everything.”

· “The thrill of risking my resources for winning a dream.”

A. CREATION

i. Obviously there is nothing in the creation account directly about gambling. God didn’t create gambling but he did create work and we are able to be good stewards of the gifts God has given.


	Passage
	What are we created for?
	How does this help in understanding one of the problems with gambling?

	Genesis 1 27-2 3
	Image of God. To subdue and rule. Given plants for food. Be fruitful/ increase
	There’s no shortcut to work.
We are given abundantly but we need to work and be fruitful.

	Genesis 2 4-8
	God has created – planted and we’re placed there.
	

	Genesis 2 18-25
	To work together.  Ruling creation.
	


	
	Even after the Fall we are to work hard for a harvest. No short cuts.
	Read Genesis 3 17-19.



ii. Being generous
	
Passage
	What ought we to be?
	How is a gambler the opposite?

	Psalm 112 5
	Generous – give freely, justly.

	

	Proverbs 11 25
	Generous. Refreshing others.

	

	Luke 6 30
	Give to anyone who asks.

	

	2 Cor. 9 7
	Give cheerfully.

	

	2 Cor. 9 11
	Generous on every occasion. 

	

	Ephesians 4 28
	Earn don’t steal.

	



SUMMARY SO FAR
· God has created us to be in his image. So we are to be stewards. Work and be generous.
Like God we are to enjoy the fruit of our labour/work.
Acts 20 35


	Passage
	What has been entrusted as a resource?
	How should it be used?

	Luke 16 10-14
	Worldly wealth
	Be trustworthy with the little you have been given.

	Luke 19 11-27
	Money
	Do something profitable with it.



SUMMARY SO FAR
· We’re to use our resources 
· In a trustworthy way.
· In a profitable way.
· Not to be lazy
· Not for yourself but for the Master’s business.


B. REBELLION AND ENSLAVEMENT (Eph2 3).
False dreams/fantasy.
· Think of all the gambling adverts – what do they offer?

· Jeremiah 2 13 sums up our rebellion. Two sins:
a) Forsaking  God – the spring of living water.
b) Trying to find water in manmade broken cisterns:  a false dream that offers life but can’t fulfil that.

· Tell the story of Judas. Although Judas didn’t gamble, he did forsake the Lord to get money. It destroyed him.


ii.
	Passage
	What is the misuse?
	How does this relate to gambling?
	How does it turn us from God?
	What judgment does this bring? (If mentioned.)

	Exodus 20 17
	Coveting riches
	Gambling is based on coveting.
	Breaking 10t commandment.
	

	Proverbs 10 4
	Laziness
	Wanting something for nothing.
	Disobeying him.
	

	Proverbs 21 5
	Shortcutting work; saving and patience. 
	Wanting a jackpot now rather than wait and work. 
	                “
	

	Proverbs 28 19
	Chasing fantasies instead of working. 
	It describes it. 
	God says work.
	

	Proverbs 28 20
	Eager for riches instead of eager to be faithful.
	Not faithful with your wages if you gamble.
	
	

	Proverbs 28 22
	Being stingy. 
	Gamblers aren’t generous to others.
	Not like the generous God.
	

	Ecclesiastes 5 10
	Love of money
	It describes it 
	We’re not loving him.
	

	Luke 12 15
	Greed 
	Greed drives gambling.
	
	

	Luke 16 13
	Serving money.
	It’s what they taken up with.
	Idolatry.
	

	Ephesians 5 3
	Greed.
	
	Improper for God’s holy people.
	








C. JUDGEMENT
Gambling doesn’t fulfil but destroys. (See 5th column above.)
· Stories of gambling winners e.g. “spend, spend, spend.” Woman. 






D. REDEMPTION

Read 1 Peter 1 3-9   and 1 Peter 1 18-2 10
What antidotes or remedies for gambling can you find here?



E. HOLY SPIRIT through Word and Church.

From what we have learned in other sessions how does being part of a Spirit-filled, word- preaching church help the person who is attracted to gambling?


Kick Back: GAMING

Included in this session will be a video interview of a person who was addicted to gaming.  He will tell his story of how Gaming took over his life and nearly ruined him.  He still plays the games, but has a much better perspective and it no longer controls him.

A few discussion questions will be prepared for SUS groups afterwards.



THURSDAY SESSION TWO: A BETTER STORY
RIGHT KNOWLEDGE, RIGHT THINKING.
This is a TALKSHOP. The idea is that this is led by one leader but he includes others in interviews etc.

INTRODUCTION
Read: Romans 12 2; 2 Cor. 10 5; and Colossians 3 9-10.
Not conformed but transformed by a mind that is changed.
Right knowledge is a very important key to transformation.

1. KNOW YOUR LOVER (GOD)
i. The Holy Spirit, through the Word of God, enables us to see God’s character accurately.
God is truly good, kind, holy, excellent, all powerful, loving Father who loves to give good gifts to his children. This causes us to:
· love him.
· trust him.
· seek to please him.

# The means we use:
· Listening to God’s word.
· Read/Listen to the Bible.
· Think (meditating) on God’s character.
· Read a good Christian book on God.
· Pray that God will show you more of himself.

ii. The Holy Spirit, through the Word of God, enables us to relate to God as Father.
Romans 8 15
· We know he loves us as his own children.
· We trust him not just to help, but to provide all we need (as a child goes to his/her Father.)
· Know he always wants us to be on good terms. He is more interested in helping than punishing.
· Know that nothing at all is more precious to him than his children (since we are ‘in’ Christ by the Spirit.)

# The means we use:
· Talk to God as Father often.
· Ask him whenever you need help.
· Say sorry whenever we know we’ve let him down (no matter how many times.)
· Listen to brothers and sisters (family members) who know God’s word.
· Grow in trust on Him. He wants your BEST

iii. The Holy Spirit, through the Word of God, enables us to know God, in Christ, is our bridegroom.
· Listen to what we are learning in Song of Songs.
2. KNOW YOUR FAMILY.
i.  The Holy Spirit transforms us by uniting us into God’s family.
· All one in the body of Christ.
· He gives gifts to the family, so you can help and be helped by others.
· We are not alone.
· Even if we don’t feel at all close to God, he is with is whenever other Christians are with us.
· We have the love and help of people with different strengths, weaknesses and temptations than you.
· People who will pray and have wisdom.

# The means we use:
· Go to church, youth group, prayer meeting.
· Be involved in church, don’t just go.
· Accept we need help.
· Know that other Christians need you.
· Seek to find your service.
· Pray for others.
· Get baptised and publically commit to Christ and the church.

3. KNOW YOUR ENEMY.
i. The Holy Spirit transforms us by showing us the nature of Satan.
· He is a menace.
· He is a liar.
· He is a creature not creator. He can only distort and pervert that which is made.
· He is the accuser.
· He is the tempter.

ii. The Holy Spirit transforms us by showing us the schemes of Satan.
· Genesis 3:
· Denies the goodness of God. V1, 5, 6.
· Denies the holiness of God expressed in judgement. V4.
· Denies the otherness of God. V5.
· Promises enlightenment.

# The means we use:
· Memorise Ephesians 6.
· Read Pilgrim’s Progress/Screwtape Letters.
· See the schemes of Satan in the world.
· Think about whose influencing you.

4. KNOW YOURSELF.
i. The Holy Spirit transforms us by helping us repent.
Part of repent is to examine yourself.
· What are the areas you battle with?

5.  KNOW YOUR TASK
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